A didactic and experiential approach to nursing education.
Postanesthesia care unit PACU nursing practice requires in-depth understanding of sedation, analgesia, and anesthetic agents and techniques; physiological and psychological responses to anesthesia; and the vulnerability of patients subjected to anesthesia. This article reviews a pilot program designed to broaden the knowledge base of PACU RNs. Twenty-three RNs completed a self-paced module on anesthetic agents before participating in an anesthesia and surgical observation phase. The nurses then completed evaluations. Results of the evaluations indicated that this approach to learning was rewarding for the participants.